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PREFACE

Centre for Budget and Governance Accountability (CBGA) is a Delhi based programme of the
National Centre for Advocacy Studies (NCAS). CBGA is an attempt to promote transparent,
accountable and participatory governance, and a people-centred perspective in preparation and
implementation of budgets. Over the last three years, CBGA has been responding to the Union
Budget, throwing light on the priorities and policies driving the budgetary allocations and discussing
their implications for the poor and marginalised sections of the population.

The verdict of the people of India in the General Elections of 2004 was not only a mandate for
protecting the hard earned democratic space for different sections of our society, but was also a
clear mandate against the anti people economic policies pursued by the previous NDA government
in the guise of economic reforms. The aspirations of common people increased with the
announcement of the National Common Minimum Programme of the UPA Government. However,
many of the promises made in the NCMP remained unaddressed in the first budget placed by the
Finance Minister Mr. P Chidambaram in July last year. Now that the Government has presented the
Union Budget for 2005-06, its first budget for a full financial year, it is extremely important to
make an informed assessment of the policy priorities driving this budget and the implications of
the budgetary proposals from the perspective of the poor and marginalised people.

While many observers, political parties and sections of the media respond to the budget solely on
the basis of the Budget Speech of the Finance Minister, in our understanding a proper assessment
of the budget requires an in-depth analysis of the various allocations and policy pronouncements.
This what our response to the Union Budget attempts to do. It focuses on allocations and proposals
relating to Agriculture, Rural Employment Generation and Poverty Alleviation, Education, Health,
Socially Marginalised Groups, Women and Children, and those relating to Resource Mobilisation.

We hope our endeavour towards demystifying the budget and informing various stakeholders about
its implications for the economically and socially vulnerable sections of the population will be
useful in seeking transparency in and accountability for governance, especially in the domain of
budgets.
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